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Welsh Highland Railway Centenary - Research Competition  

1923 – 2023
The Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways, the Welsh Highland Railway Society, the Welsh Highland Heritage Railway and the Welsh Highland Railway Heritage Group are jointly sponsoring a series of activities and events in 2022 and 2023 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the opening of the ‘original’ WHR in 1923 from Dinas, near Caernarfon to Porthmadog. 
As part of the celebrations and with the support of Mortons Media Group, publishers of Heritage Railway and The Railway Magazine, the sponsors of the Centenary are launching a competition for the best piece of original research on the history of the WHR, the North Wales Narrow Gauge Railway Company (NWNGR), its associated activities and personalities for which a prize of £500 will be awarded. 
The NWNGR completed the section from Dinas to Rhyd ddu in 1881 but it was not until the early 1920s that a 1914 Light Railway Order was re-activated and the line re-opened in 1923 as the Welsh Highland Railway when the 'missing' link was completed between Rhyd-ddu and Porthmadog.  Subsequently, after a somewhat turbulent financial and operational history the railway closed in 1937 and was scrapped in World War 2. Not until 2010 were the aspirations of the directors of the NWNGR finally realised when a ‘new’ WHR was open all the way from Caernarfon to Porthmadog.
The competition will be judged by two eminent historians, Dr Dafydd Gwyn and Gareth Haulfryn Williams and the result announced in June 2023, precisely 100 years after the WHR’s opening in 1923 and cash prize of £500 awarded.
Dr Gwyn is a Bangor-born archaeologist, historian and consultant with a long-standing interest in the Industrial and Modern period. He is advised Gwynedd Council on their successful bid for UNESCO World Heritage status for The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales and is a trustee of the Festiniog Railway Company and chairman of the Bala Lake Railway. Welsh-speaker, Dr Gwyn is a graduate of the Universities of Cambridge and of Trinity College, Dublin and lives in North Wales. . He is the author of several studies in industrial-era archaeology and in 2015 his major study of the Welsh slate industry was published by the Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments of Wales.
Gareth Haulfryn Williams was born in Llandudno and graduated at Bangor University College with a degree in English, a Diploma in Archives Administration and a research Masters in Welsh History. A former English teacher, then County Archivist of Merioneth, and subsequently in charge of the Caernarfon archives, he retired as Head of Culture for Gwynedd Council in 2003, prior to spending ten years as a translator, heritage consultant and mentor for HLF grantees. He has been a trustee of the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways Trust, curatorial adviser to FRC and Chair of the Ffestiniog Railway Heritage Company. He is presently Hon. Archivist of the Welsh Highland Railway Society. He has published and broadcast on various aspects of transport and social history and is a Welsh speaker resident in Llanwnda.
Nick Booker, chairman of the Welsh Highland Railway Heritage Group, said “ On behalf of the railway’s Centenary celebrations committee,  I ‘m extremely pleased that Mortons Media Group is supporting  our Research Competition. We hope that the submissions to the competition will shed further light on the complex history of the railway, the area it served and the many individuals involved in its planning, construction and operation and of course its demolition and ultimate re birth. The Railway Magazine and Heritage Railway have over the years played an important role in reporting on the story of the Welsh Highland and its predecessors.  We look forward to them continuing to do so and reporting on a worthy winner of our competition in 1923.”  

Further details of the competition rules etc are available from Nick Booker at nick.booker@welshhighlandheritage.co.uk

NOTES TO EDITORS 
TIMETABLE
· Announced in the media March 2022 onwards

· Registration of interest to submit an entry – March 2022 onwards

· Deadline for electronic submission of completed entry  - 28 February 2023

· Winner announced and award of prize – June 2023

SUMMARY OF THE RULES ETC
Scope and eligibility
Original research article on the history of the WHR, NWNGR, its associated activities, customers and personalities eg businesses, directors, employees etc. 

Submissions should not have been published elsewhere, or already offered for publication.
For the purposes of this competition, ‘the eligible period is taken to mean the period from 1840 to the present day’. 
Prize entries should be written in English and / or Welsh and take the form of an essay based on original research. The length of the essay shall not exceed 10,000 words. Essays that are shorter than 3,500 words will not be considered. A Bibliography (the provision of which is mandatory) and references should not be included in the word count, nor should text associated with features such as maps, diagrams, and tables. 
Assessment
The judges will make their decision based on the author’s:

· Skill and control in using sources and command of evidence

· Clarity and quality of writing

· Contribution to the knowledge and understanding of an aspect of the history of the Welsh Highland Railway and its antecedents  
· Originality of approach
Publishing
Copyright of the winning entry will remain with the sponsors of the competition and any suitable works may be published.
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