Welsh Highland Railway Centenary – 1923 – 2023
Research Competition

Supported by Mortons Media Group publishers of Heritage Railway and The Railway Magazine

The Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways, the Welsh Highland Railway Society, the Welsh Highland Heritage Railway and the Welsh Highland Railway Heritage Group are jointly sponsoring a series of activities and events in 2022 and 2023 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the opening of the ‘original’ WHR in 1923 from Dinas, near Caernarfon to Porthmadog. 
As part of the celebrations, the sponsors of the Centenary are launching a competition for the best piece of original research on the history of the WHR, NWNGR, its associated activities and personalities

The North Wales Narrow Gauge Railway Company (NWNGR) completed the section from Dinas to Rhyd ddu in 1881 but it was not until the early 1920s that a 1914 Light Railway Order was re-activated and the line re-opened in 1923 as the Welsh Highland Railway when the 'missing' link was completed between Rhyd-ddu and Porthmadog.  Subsequently, after a somewhat turbulent financial and operational history the railway closed in 1937 and was scrapped in World War 2. Not until 2010 were the aspirations of the directors of the NWNGR finally realised when a ‘new’ WHR was open all the way from Caernarfon to Porthmadog.
TIMETABLE
· Announced in the media March 2022 onwards

· Registration of interest to submit an entry – March 2022 onwards

· Deadline for electronic submission of completed entry  - 28 February 2023

· Winner announced and award of prize – June 2023

RULES
Subject:

Original research article on the history of the WHR, NWNGR, its associated activities, customers and personalities eg businesses, directors, employees etc. 

Submissions should not have been published elsewhere, or already offered for publication.
PRIZE
The prize carries a monetary value of £500. It will be awarded by the judges (see below) to the article judged to the best work submitted to the competition. 
ELIGIBILITY AND SCOPE
The competition is open to all without regard to nationality or academic affiliation. 
For the purposes of this competition, ‘the eligible period is taken to mean the period from 1840 to the present day’. 
‘WHR history’ is to be understood in its broadest sense, encompassing not only the history of the WHR but also the social history of personnel and their familial and professional networks, as well as matters pertaining to railway business, administration and technology. 
Quarries with feeders linking to the railway would fall within the scope providing the research has some positive connection with rail-borne slate/granite/ironstone etc freight. The 2’ gauge feeders from the top of Bryngwyn incline even though outside NWNGR property would be deemed relevant as would the Croesor Tramway to the south. 
No prize will be awarded for work, which has already been published, or is being considered for publication. No prize will be awarded for work, which has previously received any other prize. A statement to this effect signed by the contestant must accompany every work submitted.
SCOPE

Length and Content

Prize entries should be written in English and / or Welsh and take the form of an essay based on original research. The length of the essay shall not exceed 10,000 words. Essays that are shorter than 3,500 words will not be considered. A Bibliography (the provision of which is mandatory) and references should not be included in the word count, nor should text associated with features such as maps, diagrams, and tables. All content contributes toward the overall evaluation of the essay.

Submission

Complete applications, consisting of the entry and a brief author’s CV of no more than half a page of A4 is required to be submitted electronically by email to one of the judges by the deadline of 28 February 2023 to be considered. 

The essay must be in Microsoft Word or PDF format. 

Enquiries prior to submission, for example but not exclusively, for clarification of these rules or the eligibility of a subject for the research and essay, should be directed to Nick Booker, chairman of the Welsh Highland Railway Heritage Group at nick.booker@welshhighlandheritage.co.uk
Document Formatting

The essay should follow the following stipulations:

· Pages should be numbered.

· The name of the author must be included at the header or footer on each page.

· The essay must include a bibliography at the end of the essay, as well as the final word count.

· Line spacing should be 1.5 lines or double spacing

· Plagiarism - All submissions for this competition are expected to be the result of the entrant’s own work

· Referencing - sources and material consulted during research must be acknowledged by a reference. If the essay contains any quotation which is reproduced verbatim from any of the sources consulted, it must likewise be acknowledged and be identified as such within speech marks. References should be sufficiently detailed to allow readers to consult original source material (other than material in private hands, in which case a descriptive note must be appended). Any conventional style of referencing may be used, but footnotes at the bottom of each page are to be preferred. The entrant must provide a bibliography in addition to references; this should be located at the end of the essay. 
ASSESSMENT
The judges will make their decision based on:

· the author’s skill and control in using sources

· the author’s command of evidence;

· the author’s clarity and quality of writing;

· whether the entry makes a clearly defined contribution to the knowledge and understanding of an aspect of the history of the Welsh Highland Railway and its antecedents  
· the originality of the entry.

PUBLISHING
Copyright of the winning entry will remain with the sponsors of the competition and any suitable works may be published
Judges

Dr Dafydd Gwyn  

Dr David Gwyn is a Bangor-born archaeologist and historian with a long-standing interest in the Industrial and Modern period. He is advised Gwynedd Council on their successful bid for UNESCO World Heritage status for The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales and is a trustee of the Festiniog Railway Company. He is a graduate of the Universities of Cambridge and of Trinity College, Dublin. He is a Welsh-speaker, lives in Pen y Groes, and earns his living as an independent archaeologist and heritage consultant. He is the author of several studies in industrial-era and post-Medieval archaeology, and in 2015 Dafydd's major study of the Welsh slate industry Welsh Slate or Llechi Cymru was published by the Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments of Wales; it is essential reading. He has a particular interest in the history and archaeology of railways pre-1840. He is also Chairman of the Bala Lake Railway.
Gareth Haulfryn Williams 
Gareth Haulfryn Williams was born in Llandudno and graduated at Bangor University College with a degree in English, a Diploma in Archives Administration and a research Masters in Welsh History. A former English teacher, then County Archivist of Merioneth, and subsequently in charge of the Caernarfon archives, he retired as Head of Culture for Gwynedd Council in 2003, prior to spending ten years as a translator, heritage consultant and mentor for HLF grantees. He was Chair of the Gwynedd Bench of Magistrates. He has been a trustee of the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways Trust, curatorial adviser to FRC and Chair of the Ffestiniog Railway Heritage Company. He is presently Hon. Archivist of the Welsh Highland Railway Society. He is also administrator of the local Wiki (Cof y Cwmwd) which covers the former commote of Uwchgwyrfai, which includes much of the track of the WHR. He has published and broadcast on various aspects of transport and social history, and his recent research interests have centred on the Nantlle Railway. He is a Welsh speaker resident in Llanwnda.
Page 1 of 4

