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he WH.H.G cer-
tainly seems to ;
have caught the Iltglnge;Vh Yefi.'r’leay )
imagination. Sud- ! e ie good'
denly we have 80 mem- factor which is sweeping

bers and this issue of
the newsletter already
runs to eight pages!

A correspondent
writes “What is it
about this dinosaur of
a railway that has
caused so much trou-
ble since it first ran” I
don’t know - but the
fascination of recon-
structing the line as a
thread with which to
weave the pattern of
the present on the
backcloth of such an
intricate past and set
amongst such wonder-
ful scenery must
surely be unique.

is chance for
the past and
present to come

together in harmony
must be handled with
great care if discord is
not to prevail and it is
up to the Heritage
Group to ensure that
this happens.

It would be foolish to
anticipate the out-
come of the Inquiry,
but it would be equally
foolish not to have
plans to put in place if
the outcome is posi-
tive. To this end a
meeting has been ar-
ranged with construc-
tion manager Roland
Doyle to discuss the
Heritage implications
of the next phase to
Waunfawr.

Heritage Group.

the Group.

tional

Dinas Station 1948 - Bill Rear

inas Station build-
ing is the first item
of authentic Welsh

Highland Heritage which is
to occupy the attention of the
Victorian
pattern cast iron guttering
and down pipes, manufac-
tured to the original profile
will be supplied and fitted by

The standard NWNG station
had two doors; in the case of
Dinas one of these was part
blocked up to form an eight
pane window. Photographic
evidence suggests that this
was done before 1927. The
expert work with granite
blocks can be clearly seen on
some of the early photos.

However plans are afoot to
restore the building to its two
door status with the north-
ern half reserved for opera-
matters, and the

“

original interior

it is proposed to

southern half restored to its

Again the Heritage Group
will assist with this. Further

door which had been made
by the previous occupiers, in
what was formerly the main
line side of the building. The

the country, based on a
mood of economic opti-
mism, has even filtered
to that remote and beauti-
ful region of Snowdonia,
centred on the almost in-
accessible village of
Beddgelert.

A few weeks ago an appli-
cation was made to re-
vive an obscure narrow

e gauge railway which for
condition. some half remembered
reason used to ply its
retain the trade between a small vil-
lage near Caernarfon up

to a dot on the map on
the foothills of Snowdon.
A’local’ takes up the

original window in this ele- 170 1 —
vation will be restored. shasniy Some people who
Sixteen-pane, original pat- used to live up at Rhyd
tern windows have already ddu but had now moved
been made and will be fitted down to Beddgelert to es-
in place of the modern single cape the cold, remember
pane ones. the line with its smoky
The two windows in the old engines and the hiss-
northern elevation will be re- ing steam which the
turned to their WHR status, farmers said frightened
althougl.'l fhe right hand m:le the sheep (not that any-
was originally a door in
NWNG days! one ever remembered the
sheep taking any notice)
Offers of help will be warmly
welcomed and first please Turn to page 4
contact John Keylock.

INSIDE....The Spooner Graves Page 2
+ NWNG Buildings Page 3
. WHR Chronology Pages 5 & 6
- WHR Tickets Part 2 Page 7
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THE SPNE RAVES by Derek Lystor

n Saturday January
17th, two W.H.H.
members gathered

in the tranquil churchyard
of St Mary, Beddgelert to
begin tidying up the memo-
rial to Charles Easton
Spooner, Engineer to the
North Wales Narrow
Gauge and to the Festiniog
Railways. Much work on
both the church and yard
is planned by the “Friends
of St Mary” and it was in
conjunction with them
and FR Heritage that the
idea to restore the grave
was planned.

s befits a man of
Spooner’s impor-
tance and the era in

5 LB

their daughter, who was only five
when she died (from bubonic
plague - JIC Boyd 2/98). The
other commemorates Spooner
himself and his eldest son, John
Eryri. The plot is surrounded by
iron railings some five feet high
(which had been specially made
at Boston Lodge - JIC Boyd 2/98),
set in substantial raised concrete
footings. Each upright is topped
by an ornate cast finial, enlarged
on the four corner posts. In one
corner a section of the railings
has been modified to form an en-
trance gate and it was interesting
to note the construction details
of the railings, each section be-
ing dovetailed together. Adja-
cent to the main grave is a
smaller version, being that of

which he lived, the family
grave is a somewhat grand
affair, consisting of a
square plot paved with
slate slabs upon which lie
two carved slate memorial
stones each supported by
six small carved slate orbs.
One stone is dedicated to
Spooner’s wife Mary, and
to their six week old son
James, as well as to Mary

young Mary’s nanny who died
two days after the five year old
child.
he weather was overcast
I but dry when work com-
menced at 10.30am, but
throughout the day heavy show-

ers made life a little difficult,
however the continuous rain

~ which threatened did not materi-

alise until late evening. Efforts

were concentrated on clear-
ing the foliage, brambles
and ash trees which had
covered the grave. As the
gate in the railings was well
and truly rusted shut, ac-
cess to the interior was by
means of climbing (very
carefully!) over the railings,
a task which had to be re-
peated on several occasions.
As the day wore on, this op-
eration became trickier as
we were tiring and the site
was getting wetter and
more slippery. The hinges
of the gate were liberally
oiled and it is hoped that
they will be freed up on a
future visit. The slate slabs
had confined the weeds and
saplings to the outer edges
and clearance was relatively
simple. A large amount of
leaves and soil covered the
floor and some care was
needed whilst removing this
to avoid scratching the
slate.

learance was virtually
Ccompleted by the af-

ternoon - only a large
ash trunk remains to be
sawn down and the site
treated with weed killer.
Finally a start was made on
wire brushing the railings in
readiness for painting with
a galvanised paint. Consid-
ering the age of the grave
the ironwork was in re-
markably good condition,
the worst rusting occurring
in one corner where the sur-
rounding ground had built
up around the bottom of
the railings. This earth was
cleared away and the foun-
dations left proud as origi-
nally intended.

hroughout the day

various local people

paid us a visit and
through them we learned
that the nanny buried along-
side had contracted the
same bubonic plague, proba-
bly whilst nursing her,
which had killed young
Mary Spooner. It is prob-
able, that as a mark of re-
spect, Charles Spooner had
ensured that she was in-
terred alongside his young
daughter.

nother visitor, who
Al:ad cleared the grave
ome years ago, in-

formed us that the grave
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was originally a vault with
steps leading down from the
gate. It was noticeable
whilst clearing the site that
it was hollow underneath
the slate slabs.

ur thanks are due to
the ladies of the
“Friends of St Mary”

and to Sue Lystor for provid-
ing hot drinks throughout
the day.




NWNG STATION BUILDINGS

By Bill Rear

irstly, and most impor-
F tantly, readers must un-
derstand that these
notes are based on first-hand
observations but tinged with
the possibility that the mem-
ory has played tricks with the
onset of old age. Under Sod’s
Law, someone will come up
with proof to the contrary!
uring 1935 and 1936
I undertook at least
two journeys over
parts of the Welsh Highland.
My brother reckoned that
there were four journeys, but
can only remember two.
However from 1938 I resided
permanently at Waenfawr, (as
it was then spelt) and attended
the local primary school. Out
of school activities took me to
the station site at Waenfawr,
although the building was

would be cheap and readily
available. These frames were
painted black with the glass
held in place with putty,
which may also have been
painted at some time. The
same size and design of win-
dows were probably used at
Dinas Junction, Tryfan Junc-
tion, Rhostryfan, Bryngwyn,
Bettws Garmon, and Glanra-
fon Sidings buildings. Buying
in quantity brought the price
down, but I'm not sure if the
same design was used at South
Snowdon. I suspect so. The
external doors were a stan-
dard two-panelled pattern
with the door knob on the
right hand side. The wooden
door and frame were painted
a middle green, as was the ex-
terior woodwork.

Inside Waenfawr station
building, the walls were plas-

locked up and inaccessible. It

o et

g

Tryfan Juncnon 1948 - Bill Rear

took an influx of evacuees just
three days in September 1939
to commence the desecration
of the building which has con-
tinued ever since. In 1947 1
undertook a detailed survey of
the NWNG section of the line
and some notes from that time
survive.

t Waenfawr, the four
sixteen-frame  win-
dow panes were of

cast iron, and it would seem
were standard items used in
cotton mill building construc-
tion. As a stock item they

tered and a wood dado rail ran
round each room. The lower
level was vertical wood pan-
elled, probably 3inch width, to
skirting board which was
painted the same middle
green as the exterior wood-
work. Above the dado rail,
which was also painted green,
the plaster was painted white,
as was the ceiling colour,
probably whitewash or emul-
sion. The interior doors were
matchboard and painted the
same monotonous green.
There was no electric light,

Weigh Houwe Glanrafon 241h July 1965 -

and 1 suspect at one time
there had been gas lamps in
the ceiling, but these had
long gone. Probably any il-
lumination necessary was
by oil lamp. The wooden
flooring was suspended on
timber joists. A small cast
iron grate was located in the
waiting room.

t the time of mak-
ing notes, the doors
and window frames

had been removed and the
surviving exterior painting
was very badly bleached by
the weather. Inside, the
panelling had been ripped
off the walls although traces
of the dado rail remained.
The upper levels of the
rooms showed traces of the
whitewash, but this was
peeling off the building now
exposed to the elements,
The flooring timber had
likewise gone but the cast
iron grate was still in situ,
albeit broken.

< he building at Dinas
Junction was taken
over at some stage

and was used by the LMS/
BR LMR as a waiting room
and booking office until the
station closed in 1951. 1
have memories that the
rooms were similar to Waen-
fawr, but in 1950 the inside
panelling was  painted
brown, possibly in 1938 or
1939 because the paintwork

M Bishop

was faded by the early
1950s. At some stage one
door had been blocked up
and a window substituted
which was a different pat-
tern to the cast NWNG ones
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1922

Cont. from Page 1

FACT
&
FICTION

But what with the men go-
ing off to war the line
gradually stopped being
used except when Mr
Parry had a load of timber
for the pits.

Some of the older resi-
dents of the village had
seen it all before, after all it
was only twenty years ago
that some ‘gentlemen from
London’ had been ferreting
around, gouging out the
earth in the forest above
the village, blasting great
holes in the rocks in the
Aberglaslyn, and building
a bridge over the pack
horse road to Nantmor.
Then promising that this
new fangled electricity
which Mr Kellow used to
play about with up at Croe-
sor would somehow enable
everyone to get as far as
Caernarfon and back in a
day. It hadn't worked
then, and it wouldn’t work
now!

And now we had this Mr
Jack, who seemed to know
more than was good for
him, with his friends in the
Government starting the
whole up thing again.

Still they said it would
bring work to the area, and
what with some of the
quarries shut down and
the men given up looking
for work it would be no
bad thing. And Mr Jack
was saying that it would
bring tourists to the area
and they would be able to
buy cream teas and the
like in the village :
So, on the whole, perhaps
it would be nice to see the
little trains coming right
into Beddgelert and after
all it would enable Mr
Davies to go and see his
old Da more often now
that he was living in Llan-
frothen."

s, the story in the
previous column is
culled from the

imagination, but it does
rather neatly lead in to the
start of a Welsh Highland
Chronology from 1922 to
1937, a task started by one
of our contributors some
fifteen years ago. It came
about as a direct result of
him spending a happy
shuffling through
bundles of papers at Gwyn-
edd Archives in Caernar-
fon.

week

The editorial team wel-
comes further information,
including both additions
and corrections, to enable a
comprehensive database
to be collated for the bene-
fit of all historical observ-
ers of the Welsh Highland
scene.

Before describing the com-
ings and goings and the
events of 1922, reference
must be made to 1921 -

“to set the scene so to
speak”.

On the 24th September
there was a meeting of
NWNG and PP&SS Rlys
Joint Committee to pre-
pare for a Public Inquiry
which was to be held be-
fore the Light Railway
Commissioners at County
Hall Caernarfon on the
18th October. In Novem-
ber the Joint Committee
applied for an Order which
would both revive the old
powers and incorporate
the Welsh Highland Light
Railway Company.
read oM.

Now

NEXT
TIME
Year
1923

WELSH HIGHIAN|
Year 1

JANUARY

Sir Douglas Fox and Partners commence the
survey between Rhyd ddu and Croesor Junction

i1st NWNG & PBSSR bought by WHR for £40,000
and £50,000 respectively.

10th Deudraeth RDC invited to advance £3000 by M
Caradoc Davies - solicitor for the promoters.

FEBRUARY

J. K. Prendergast, Fox's Resident Engineer, stay
ing at Royal Goat Hotel, Beddgelert.

ist Financial settlement between promoters and
representatives of NWNG & PPSSR for acquisition t
WHR, backdated to 1st Jan 1922,

7th Inspection of Dinas to Caernarfon route carrie
out by Light Railway Commissioners. Estimated co
£4700.

10th North Wales Chronicle reports - “PB & SSRly
“rails, sleepers and other materials have been taker
from the line. The work of opening the railway will 1
greatly simplified if the material is returned at once

22nd FR’s Loco Superintendent - Robert Williams, i1
spects NWNG locomotives and carriage stock at Di
nas.

24th Williams’ report sent to S.E. Tyrwhitt, Assistar
General Manager - WHR.

28th Barmouth Advertiser reports - “Have you seen
the wonderful narrow gauge railways in North Wale
The WHR is now being constructed.”
MARCH

* Contract and specification for construction
prepared by the Dolgarrog office of the company. Ter
ers invited - awarded to Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons f
the sum of £60,819. Work on construction started, n
conditioning of NWNG section given a degree of prio

ity.

30th Light Railway Order granted, incorporating th
Welsh Highland Railway (Light Railway) Company

31st Frederick Vaughan, the General Manager, retirt
Replaced by S.E. Tyrwhitt.
JUNE
* Payment to William Owen of Madoc Smithy,

Snowdon Street, Porthmadoc for mending of points
ete.

*

*

Page - 4



) CHRONOLOGY WEISH_TIGHLAND RATLWAT

VALE OF

22 Bettws Garmon

* Return of Russell’s wheels and axles from Bost

i dheep Dog Trials

JULY ;
. Friday & Sat. Sept. 15, & 16, 1922.
22nd Col JW. Pringle inspects the NWNG section R T S T T ey
3 n Xeursio cke i
and recommends opening to passenger traffic. to Bettws Garmon as unders. poas
i { ’ : FROM Tiains by which Tickets are available. ~ 8cd Rewurn Fare,
FRIDAY 58
25th Col Pringle’s report published. T BATIAY g
28th Liverpool Daily Post - “The Welsh Highland Railf et el
way will be re-opened next Monday from Dinas to South Snowdon 10 40 a.m & 1 50 pm.  1s.
» Passengers return from Bettws Garmen as under :—
South Snowdon For Dinas at 4 90 p-m. and '?dJ pm.
81st Former NWNG section of WHR re-opened. re Sﬂth sl ek . i
: Gaeeral tsas artlng the isne of Tickets at aced Fures
The locomotive was Russell, the guard E.A. Jones. PR e "m".‘.ﬂf.";.“_a ,:..a g
Tickets supplied by Waterlow & Sons and Bell RO e i e
ch Comp x s;'u;‘n:h m&k:rzﬂm; bu-l A d':.‘.’('f‘;:uﬁ".;'.‘.?m l‘.‘« “Ir“i-
Pl][l a.'n.y u«m-a"‘"”“""‘ el e will 18 allpmines be madd om weimcs porclans hat . o
81st Salem Halt opened. e e
Fo 4. Tonss & Cu, Trinters, Portmados : S
AUGUST
10th First AGM of WHR(LR) Co held at Clarke St. WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY

{LIGHT RAILWAY) COMPANY.

Dolgarrog at 11.15am.

SEPTEMBER RE-OPENING

* FR’s Quarryman’s coach No. 4 converted into Dinas to South Snowdon
WHR brake van. (Rhyd-ddu) Section (fomuﬁl:u No;th Wales Nartow
: Gauge Railway),
7th Meeting at Portmadoc Town Hall under the On 3ist JULY, 1922.
auspices of the Ministry of Transport to discuss the 10 Miles of Beautiful Scenery.
pI‘OpOSGd Anlendment Order’ t‘h'e rates, a‘nd tO hea‘r Streams, YWaterfalls, Lakes & Mountains.
the FR’s proposals for a rail link through the town. OBSERVATION GARS PROVIDED.
< Excureion Tiokets are issued daily to South Snowdon
15th/16th Bettws Garmon Sheep Dog Trials. Spe- Station from Grent Western Rly, Btations Via
cial Handbills print,ed. Afonwen & Dinas Jet. as follows,-
—_— Froe i Times o‘l.:.urliq\ | 3rd Clast Relurn Fars
OCTOBER o 0 34 i ey
T L m awowboy " ’L’,-. o
2nd New timetable introduced advertising a re- s mm:’f;“ﬁi'i retura ?‘.m‘;_ e
duced service, possibly due to a locomotive shortage. PWLHR A - SBEm o BE g
PORTMADOO do. . & 80 paom. 0 o,
Nom The ahortest and best ascent of SNOWDON |3 made from SO0UTH SROWDON STATION.
The disiance Is nboul 3 mlles, sod (e path lends directly from fhe Siatlon.
11th Moel Tryfan out of service - awaiting re- Gounal Magngers OBen s & Tmwnrn
t‘llbing. : No. 3 Joass & Co., Printers, Parumadoc,
DECEMBER These authentic Welsh Highland Replica

i i H Handbills, printed on the correct shade of
1st £990 estimate made for repairs to stations and paper, are now available from WHHG Sales.

other buildings. Contractor not stated. Included are the two above plus ‘1923 Sheep
¢ LA s St Dog Trials’, ‘22 Miles Riot of Splendour’,
i1st New t.u'netable with increased service intro- \Corahined Ratl' S NMotor Tour and e
duced, possibly as a prelud!e to re-opening the full 1934 Timetable’ All are 7-1/3"x10” except
length railway. 1934 timetable which is 8"x10”.
A R . L To receive all six please send £5.00 to Nigel
31st ual eipts £3644, Passenger Scarlett, WHHG Sales, 5 Brockton Place,
£246, Loss £599. Areley Kings, Stourport-on Severn, DY13 OLE.

Please make cheques payable to WHHG. .
T e O O S S O R W e S P SRR RS
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e first article in
this series dealt
with the Dbasic

WHR tickets. In this
second part it remains to
describe the other varie-
ties which are known to
have existed.

WeLn Hmrwn R, WELSH Hiomiang
l"l DAY RXOURSION DAT EEOCHEION r~
KETURN HALF nu‘rw‘x» HALP

Clrnmon Sslem Hae OF

o MIH HALT oaRNARVON O
Via Dimas Jed
e Sie riiad i

THIRD Cl..lu

The tickets fell into three
distinct groups. The
most numerous were nor-
mal ‘Edmondson’ card
tickets, but there were
also larger, thin card is-
sues and paper examples.
The latter were the larg-
est tickets issued, measur-
ing up to 10” x 5”.

tever type of
journey one
contemplated
on the Welsh Highland,
there was an ‘Edmond-
son’ to cater for it. Thus
we find issues available
for Day  Excursions,
Cheap Day Returns, Privi-
lege and Free Travel and
for those passengers with
accompanying  articles,

Welsh Highland Tickets -
Part 2

by Derek Lystor

specials tickets for Dogs,
Cycles and Prams.

Excursions were avail-
able to various destina-
tions both on and off the
WHR and there were a
variety of styles of Excur-
sion tickets available in
Third Class only. In at-
tempt to attract more cus-
tom to the railway Cheap
Day Returns were intro-
duced, with appropriate
ticketing, allowing a re-
turn journey for the nor-
mal single fare. Privilege
tickets were issued, prin-

WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY,
PORTIADOC‘

ot exeudlnt&ﬂTn!IP"

Aavallakle by sns Tralo and 4o
.u-n\ ..........J'.”m:;"

1 0% CYCLE — 9d. PAID.

!iQEL

cipally to WHR employ-
ees and their immediate
relatives. They were
available both in First
and Third Class, single
and return, and were at a
reduced rate.

Free tickets were avail-
able in both classes and
were normally issued to
visiting - dignitaries, etec.
Article tickets followed
the normal R. C. H. Colour

scheme and some had
mileage restrictions im-
posed.

When it came to issuing
Child tickets the railway
seemed to become some-
what reluctant. There are
only four known varieties
bearing a red CHILD
overprint. An explana-
tion for this may be that
the WHR followed LMS
ticket cancelling practice
by removing a large cut-
out at the bottom of a
ticket issued to a minor.
(See illustration in part 1 -
first issue of W.H.H.)

e railway tour
was a popular fea-
ture of the day and

some included a trip over
the Welsh Highland. To
cater for this, the LMS is-
sued a Supplementary
Ticket headed ‘Welsh
Highland Railway." For
tourists staying in the
area for any length of
time, there were two types
of Season Ticket awvail-
able. Both gave unlim-
ited travel over the WHR
and the FR and were
priced at 15/- weekly or
25/- fortnightly. These
tickets were small card

folders with green covers
approximately 3-1/2” x
2-1/2"7. Of a similar size
was the First Class Free

Pass issued to such nota-
ble worthies as Liloyd
George and H. F. Ste-
phens.

astly, mention must

be made of the large

paper tickets which
were in book form and de-
tachable. There were
four principal types in
both First and Third
Class, covering local and
through journeys - single
and return.. As might be
expected the local tickets
were used on the WHR
system, whilst the
through type enabled a
WHR passenger to book
to ‘foreign’ stations. All
information concerning
the proposed journey had
to be hand written on the
ticket by the Booking
Clerk.

The first AGM of the
Heritage Group will
be held in the Sara-
cen’s Head -Beddg-
elert on Sunday
13th Sept.

A member is anxious to ob-
tain photos of the Nantlle
Tramway taken in the 1950’s
and 60’s if you can help
please contact the editor.

In his 1997 report
FR Heritage chair-
men Jim Hewett an-

NOTICE BOARD

nounced the birth of
WHHG and offered
‘co-operation when-
ever possible’. Both
he,and FR Heritage
Secretary Adrian
Gray have joined.
If, following the WHR
Ticket Article in this issue
and No 1, you would like to
have a few original WHR

Tickets of your own then
the following enthusiasts
may be able to help with a
list of what they have avail-
able :- Derek Lystor Tel
01626 853963, Roy Cunning-
ham Tel 01203 543144, Tre-
for David Tel 01242 241627
& Michael Davies 0161 928
8893.

Derek Lystor is seek-

ing information
about Dudley Park
Quarry at Waunfawr

-if you can help
please contact him
(address on page 7),

Most photographs repro-
duced in the Newsletter arg
available from David Allan
(address on page 7) 7"x5” -
£1.00 & A4 £2.00 incl. P&P.

Copy Date for WHH
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"Recording Yesterday for Tomorrow"

LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS

Aberglaslyn
Halt

I guess that the Welsh High-
land Heritage newsletter, like
any other reputable journal,
will welcome reader’s letters -
so I thought I would set the
ball rolling.

Firstly let me introduce my-
self to those readers who do
not know me or who might be
confused by someone else
with a similar name. 1am Jim
Hewett, chairman of the Fes-
tiniog  Railway  Heritage
Group, not to be confused
with a stalwart from Gelert's
Farm, one James Hewett
whom I have never met. The
FRHG welcomes the forma-
tion of the WHHG and will
give what assistance we can to
the new group but that will
probably fall short of actually
providing any manpower as
we have enough difficulty
finding people to assist with
our projects. To show my
sincerity, I decided to join
WHHG as soon as it was an-
nounced.

The Newsletter also twice
mentions Aberglaslyn Halt.
It apparently never existed but
Boyd thinks it was to have
been “outside the long tunnel
at milepost 6-1/4" and I as-
sume that this was close to
Cwm Bychan. I would have
thought a better place would
have been by the Bryn-y-Felin
bridge. Maybe it was to have
been, instead of Nantmor.
Another mystery that has long
puzzled me is why the PBSSR
(I assume that this is not out-
side the interests of the
Group) intended to build such
a steep line out of Beddgelert
(1 in 29 and with reverse
curves also!) when an arm-
chair survey with an O/S map
would seem to indicate that
the steep section could have
been eased somewhat at the
expense of a moderate in-

crease in gradient the rest of
the way to Pitt’s Head. To
look at it another way, if
electric locos were the best
thing since before sliced
bread, then why not build the
line at 1 in 29 all the way up
and save over 1/2 mile by
eliminating the other “S™ bend
above the Afon Meillionen
crossing. Had the formation
from Pitt’s Head to Tyn-y-
coed been completed, when a
mistake in the survey was
discovered and a drastic solu-
tion needed? Perhaps the
line was originally intended to
follow a route similar to that
eventually used by the WHR
but when the money ran out a
short cut was devised? Cer-
tainly, a look at the *“short cut”
makes you realise how ri-
diculous it would have been to
operate.

Has anyone any thoughts?
JIM HEWETT

Wallington

Surrey

Archives

Readers of this excellent
Newsletter can be assumed,
can they not, to be conscious
of matters of the longer term
This note is a short appeal to
all parties interested in the
WHR to realise that, while the
events of the last nearly-40
years have seen much disap-
pointment and contention, the
associated papers which have
survived will contain much
surely of interest to our suc-
cessors. Consider the interest
that may well be taken, say in
50 years time by narrow gauge
railway enthusiasts, to dis-
cover something of the per-
sonalities involved and details
of events of all tempers which
have occurred, whether or not
the respective projects survive
and flourish.

Of course, much would be of
interest now but one must

proceed carefully when nego-
tiations are incomplete and
personalities remain sensitive
to effects upon reputations.

I appeal to all readers who
have any papers to ensure
their survival and, at the ear-
liest practicable moment, to
deposit them in Gwynedd Ar-
chives where doubtless Ga-
reth Williams and his col-
leagues will provide facilities
for their care far more effec-
tively than can any of us as
individuals.

If anyone can offer papers
now, I will be happy to co-
operate in arranging their de-
posit in the archives, with or
without a donor’s stipulation
upon the earliest date at which
they could become available
for public reference and scru-
tiny.

J.C. HOPKINS

Hon Archivist WHRS
Goostrey

Cheshire

In Keeping

I wholeheartedly applaud the
decision to retain the historic
two foot gauge to allow
through running with the FR,
and to allow access by heri-
tage traction including Russell
and Palmerston. Turntables
would be useful at Caernar-
fon, Porthmadog and Blaenau.
I appreciate that may under-
line bridges will need replac-
ing to carry the Garratts, some
would have needed attention
just for Russell, but I would
like to see the replacement
structures in keeping with the
originals and understand that
similar concerns have already
been taken on board.

If the various NWNG over-
bridges need more than dig-
ging out to enhance the load-
ing gauge, then I suggest that
the Heritage Group presses for
the new structures to be faced
in traditional yellow brick.

was delighted to learn that
Waunfawr station is to be re-
built on an adjacent site in
traditional style rather than
simply demolished. (An esti-
mate for this is already to
hinaghe ddt)replacement build-
ings elsewhere will be in
keeping with historic struc-
tures as far as possible whilst
meeting the needs of today's
passengers. In the case of
Beddgelert and Nantmor 1
hope that the new buildings
will be an improvement on the
originals, and in any event I
suspect that the National Park
will not consider corrugated
iron a suitable building mate-
rial!

Clearly there will need to be
some discussion as to the final
provision at Pothmadog, and
of course at Caernarfon and
hopefully the Heritage Group
will be properly consulted.

SEAN EMMETT
Bishopton
Bristol.
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“Survey Party approaching Quel-
lyn Lake Road bridge”

“Quellyn Lake from Glanrafon weigh house”
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